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=Manl 1 'y being with you laſt, 
you ſeemed to bee much 
ſcandalized for the Church 
of England. You told me | 
you were well aſſured that 
ber DoQrine was moſt 
true and orthodox, her __ 
Government conform to 
| the word of God , and the 
beſt al of the Church ; her Liturgy an Extrafl of 
the Primitive Formes : Nothing i in all the whole com- 
poſure but what did tend to edification, and increaſe ſe of 
Piety. But that you were not ſatisfied in the Waies 
and meanes by which this Church proceeded in her 
Reformation : That you had heardit oft objefed by 


ſome Partiſans of the (hburch of Rome, eb, our Re- 
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The Preface. 


ligion was meere Parliamentarian, or. 48 Doftor 
Harding ſaid long fince, That we had a Parliament- 
Religion, a Parliament-Faith, and a Parliament- 
Goſpell, to which Sanders and ſome others added, 
That we had none but Parliament Biſhops, and a 
Parliament-Clergy. That you were apt enough to 
think, the Papiſts made not all this noiſe without ſome 
ground for ir, in regard you ſee the Parliaments in 
theſe latter times fo bent to catch at all occaſions 
Þhereby ts manifeſt their power in Eccleſtaſticall mat- 
ters. And finally, that you were heartily aſhamed, that 
beins ſo often choaked with theſe ohjeftions , you net- 
ther knew how to traverſe the Inditement, or plead not 
Fuilty to the Bill, This was the ſum of your Diſcourſe. 
and upen this you did defire me to bethink my ſelfe of 
ſome fit plaiſter for this ſore, to ſatisfie you (if I could) 
of your doubts and jealouſies ,- aſſuring me that your 
deſires proceeded not from cariofitie or an itchof knows 
ledg, or out of any diſaffeton tothe high Court of Par- 
liament ; but meerly from an hone#t zeale to the 
Church of England, whoſe credit and renown you did 
far prefer before your life , or whatſoever elſe could be 
deere unto you ; addins withall, That if Iwould take 
paines for your ſatisfattion , and belp you out of. thoſe 


perplexities which you were involved in, T ſhould not 
only 
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only doe good ſervice to the Church it ſelfe , but to mas 
ny a waverinz Member of it , whom theſe objeftions 
mainly ſtagger in their Reſolution. In fine, that you 
deſired to be informed how far the Parliaments of 
England have been intereſſed, in the former times, in 
matters which concern Religion, and God's publique 
worſhip ; what ground tbere us for all this clamour of 
the Papiſts ; and whether the two Houſes, or eyther of 
them have exerciſed, of old,any ſuch authority in things 
of Ecclefiaſticall and Spirituall natyre, as they now 
pretend to. YVhich, though it be a dangerous and 
invidious Subjeft (as the times noW are) yet for your 
ſake, and for the truths, and for the honour alſoof Pars 
liaments, which ſeeme to ſuffer much in the accuſati= 
on, I ſhall undertake it ; Premiſing firit , that T m- 
tend not to ſay any thing to the point of Right, whether 
or not the Parliament may lawfully meaddle in ſuch 
matters as concern Religion, but ſhall apply my ſelfe 
only unto matters of fatt, as they relate unto the Re- 
formation here by Lawe eſtabliſhed, And for my 
method in this buſineſſe, Twill begin with the EjeCti- 
on of the Pope and hu authority , deſcending next to 
the Tranſlation of the Scriptures into the Engliſh | 
tongue , and the Reformation of the ( burch in Do- | 
arinals and Formes of Worſhip, and ſo proceed uns 
ro 
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The Preface. 
eo the power of making Canons for the well ordering 
of the Clergy, and the direftion of the people in all 
ſuch particulars as doe concern them in the exerciſe of 
their Religion. And in the canvaſing of theſe points, 
T ſhall make it good, that till. theſe buſie and unfortu- 


nate dayes, in which every man intrudeth on the 


_ Preiſtly fun&ion, the Parliaments did not any thing 


at all either in matters Do&trinal , or in making Ca« 
nons, or in tranſlating of the Scriptures, and that 
concerning Formes of Worſhip they did nothing ney- 
ther, but ſtrengthen and eFtabliſh what was done before 
in the Clergy-way , by adding the Secular authority 
t0 the Conſtitutions of the ( hurch , according to the- 


uſage of the be$t and happie#t times of (briSttanity. 


PARLIAMENTS POWER, 
in Lawes for Religion. 
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t. Of the E jeftion of the Pope, 


ND firſt, beginning with the Ejedson of the Pope 
and his authority, that led the way unto the Re- 
formation of Religion which did after follow: 
| It was firſt yoted anddecreed in the Convocation, 
before ever it became the ſubjeA of an At of Par. 
liament, For in the yeare 1530. 22*. HS, the 
Clergy being caughtin a Premwnre were willing to redecme their 
danger by a ſumme of money, and to that end the Clergy of the 
| Province of Canterbury beſtowed upon the king the ſumme of 
100000 pounds, to be paid by <quall portions tathe five yeares 
following. But the king would not {ſo be fatisficd unleſſe they 
would acknowledge him for the ſupreme head on Earth of the 
Church of England, which though it was hard meate, and would 
not eaſily downe amongſt them , yetitpaſſedat laſt, For , being 
throughly debated in a Synodicall way , both in the upper and low- 
er houſes of Convocation, they did in fine agree upon this expre(- 
ſion. Cajws (Eccleſie (c. Anglirane) fingnlarem Proteforem , unt- 
cum et ſupremum Dominum , ct ( quantum per Chriſti leges licet) 
ſmpremwm Caput, ipſws Majeſtatem recognoſcimus, To this they 
| B all 
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2 Parliaments power, 


all aſlented and fabſcribed their hands, and afterwards incorpora- 
ted ir imo the publique Actor Inſtrument, which was preſcnted ro 
the King in the name of his Clergy, tor the redeeming of their cr- 
ror, and the graunt of their money , which as it doth at large ap- 
peare 1n the Records and Acts of the Convocation, ſo is it touched 
upon 12 an Hiſtoricall way inthe eL£»tiq. Britan : Maſon de Min 
»/t, Anglic, and ſome other Authors ; by whom it alſo doth ap. 
peare, that what wasthus concluded on by the Clergy of the Pro- 
vince of Canterbury , was alſo ratified and confirmed by the Con- 
vocation tor the Province of Yorke(according tothe uſuall cuſtem) 
ſave that they did not buy their Pardon at (ſo dearc a rate. This was 
the leading Card to the game which followed. For on this ground 
were builethe Sratwres prohibiting all Appeales tro Rome, and for 
determining all Eccleſraſticall ſuites and controverſies within the 
Kingdome 24,H.8.c.12. That for the manner of Eleting and Con- 
ſecrating of Archbiſhops and Biſhops, 25. H.8.c.20. and, the prohi- 
biting the payment of all impoſitions to the Conrt of Rome; and for obs» 
rayning all ſuch Diſpenſations from the See of Canterbury which for- 
werly were procured from the Popes of Rome. 25.H,8.c,21. which 
laſt is built exprefly upon this foundation ; That the King # the on« 
ly ſupreme Head of the Church of England, and was ſo recognized by 
the Prelates and Clergy , repreſenting the ſaid Charch in their (on - 
vocation, And on the very ſame foundation was the Statute raiſed 


26, H.8.c.1. wherein the King is declared to be the ſapreme head of 


the Church of England, & to have all honors & Preeminencies which 
were annexed unto that Title, as by the At it ſelfe doth at full ap- 
peare, which At being made (1 ſpeake it from the Att it (clfe ) 
only for correboration and confirmation of that which had becne 
done 1n the Convocation, did afterwards draw on the Statute for 
the Tenth: and Firft-fruits , as the point incident to the Headſazp 
or ſupreme authority, 26, H.8,c. 3. 

The ſecond ſtep to the Ejezon of the Pope, was the ſubmiſſion of 
tbe Clergy to the ſaid XK. Henry, whom they had recognized for 
their [ſupreme Head. And this was firſt concluded on in the Conve- 
catior., before it was propoſed or agitated in the houſes of Parlia- 


that it might have the force of a Law by a civ4// Santtzon. vw 
whole 


ment ; and was commended only: to the care of the Parliament, 
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of the ſaid Clergy doing the contrary to this AA , and thereof convett, 
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in Lawes for Religion. 3 
whole debate with all the traverſes and emergent difficulties 
which appeared thercin are ſpecified at large in the Records of 
{onvocation, Amo 153%. But being you have not oportanity to 
conſult thoſe Records, [I ſhall prove it by the AR of Partianment, 
called commonly the At of the ſubmiſſion of the Clergy , but bex- 
ring this Title in the 4bridgement of the Statutes ſet out by Powh 
ton, That the Clergy in their Convocations ſhall ena? no Conftitu- 
1101: without the Kings aſſent. In which it is premited for granted 
chat the (ergy of the Realm of Englend,had not only acknowledg'd 
according ts the Truth, that the Convocation of the ſame Clergy, u, 
alwaics hath brene , and onght to be aſſembled alwaies by the Kings 
Writ ; but alſo ſubmitting themſelves to the Kings Majeſty, had pro- 
miſed inverbo Sacerdotii , That they would never from henceforth 
preſume to attempt, alleage, claime , or put in aye, enatt , promnlge 
or execute any new Canons , Conſtitutions , Ordinances Provincte 
all, or other, or by what/cever other name they ſhall be called inthe 
Convocation , wnleſſe the Kings moſt Royall aſſent may to them be 
has, to make, promulge and execare the ſame , and that bu Majeftie 
doe give his moſt rogall Aſſent and Anthority in that bebalfe. Upon 
which groundworke of the C/ergies, the Parliament ſhortly after 
buile this ſuperſtruRure,to the ſame cffeAt:viz.T hat none of the ſaid 
Clergy from thenceforth ſbould preſume to attempt, alleage, claime or 
put in ure any Conſticutions or Ordinances, Provinciali or Syno» 
dals, or any orher Canons ; nor ſhall enatt, promnlge, or execute «= 
#y /nch Canons, Conſtitutions, or Ordinances Provinciall (by whar- 
ſoever name or names they may be called) in their Convocations is 
time comming (which alwates ſhall be aſſembled by the kings Writ ) 
wnleſſe the ſame Clergy may bave the hings moſt royall Aſſent and 
Licence to make, promnulge and execute ſuch Canons , Conſtitutions 
and Ordinances Provinciall er Synodicall, wpon paine of every one 


to ſuffer 1mpriſonnment and make fine at the kings will. 23.H.8.c.19. 
So that the Statute, in effeR, is no more than this, ane AF to bind 
the Clergy to performe their promiſe , to keepe them faſt unto 
their word for the time to come , that nonew Canon ſhould bee 
made in the times ſucceeding in favour of thePope, or by bis autho- 


rity , or to the diminution of the Kings Royall Prerogative , or 
B 3 contrary 
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contrary to the Lawes and Statutes of this Realme of Exgland , as 
many Papal! Conſtstmtions were in the former Ages : which Sta- 
tare | delire you totake notice of, becaulc it is the rule and mca- 
ſure of the Churches power in making Canons, Conftitations, or 
whatſoever cle you ſhall plcaſe to call them in their Con> 
LOCATIONS. 

The third and finall AR conducing to the Popes Ejefion , was 
an Act of Parliament 28, H.8 cio, Entituled an 4&@ extinguiſhing 
the Anutboyuty of the Biſhop of Rome. By which it was Enactcd 
T hat if any perſon ſhould extoll the authority of the Biſhop of Rome, 
be ſhould incarre the penalty of a Premunire; that every Officer both 
Eccleſiaiticall and Liy, foxld be ſworne to renounce the [aid Biſhop 
and his authority, and to refsſt it to ht: power, and to repute any Oath 

formerly taken un maintenance of the ſaid Biſhop, or hu autherity, to 
b- void; and finally that the refuſall of the ſaid Oath ſhould be judged 
high Treaſon. But this was alſo uſhcrd in by the Determination 
firſt, andatter by the Practice ofall the Clergse, For in the yeare 
1534, which was two yeares before the paſliug of this AR, the 
King had ſcntthis Propoſiriom to be agicated in both Oniverſutres, 
and inthe greateſt and moſt famcus Henaſteries of the Kingdome, 
that is ro ſay , Analiquid anthoritats in hoc regno Anglie Pontifici 
Romano ae jure comperar pluuguam alit cuicungue Epiſcopoextero ? 
By whom it was determined Negatively, that the Biſhop of Rowe 
hadno more power of right inthe kingdome of England, than any 
other forraigne Biſhop : Which bcing reſtifhed and returned un- 
der their hands and ſcales refpeRively ( the Originals whereof are 
ſtill remayniog In the Library of Sir Robert Cottow) was a good 
preamble tothe Biſhops and the reſt of the Clergy aſiembled in 
their Cenmpocationto conclude the like, And ſo accordingly they 
did, and made an [»ſffrument thereof ſubſcribed by the hands of all 
the Bs/hops, and others of the Cleygie, and afterwards confirmed 
the ſame by their corporal! Oathes : The copics of which Oathes 
and I»ftrument you ſhall finde in Foxes As and Monuments vol.z. 
fol.1203. and fel.1210. & 1211. of the Edition of John Day , An. 
1572. And this was ſemblably the ground of a following Statute 
35.H.8.c.1. W herein another Oath was deviſed and ratihed, to be 
impoſcd upon the SubjeRt, for the more cleare aſlcrting - the 
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Kings Supremacy, and the utter excluſion of the Popes for ever; 
which Statutes though they were ail repealed by one At of Par- 
liament 1 . 3. of Phil. & Mary 6.8. yet they were brought in 
force againe 1. Fliz.c.1. fave that the name of Supreme Head was 
changed unto that of the Supreme Governowr, and certzine clauſes 
altered inthe Oarh of Supremacy, Where (bythe way) you muſt 
take notice that the Statutes which concerne the Kings Supremacy, 
arc not sneroduttory of any new Right, that was not in the Crown 
before, but only declaratory of an old, 2s our beſt Lawyers tell us, 
and the Statute of the 26, of H.8.c.1. doth clearly intimate. So 
that in the E jefion ovf the Pope of Rome , which was the firſt and 
reateſt ſtep towards the worke of Reformation , the Parliament 
did nothing, for ought yet appeares, but what was done before in 
the Convtcarion, and did no more than fortifie the refults of Holy 
Church by the Addition and Corroboration of the Secalar Power, 


2. Of the Tranſlation of the Scriptures , and permit- 
ting them to bee read ws the Engliſh Tongue. 


228 H E ſecond ſtep towards the worke of Reſormation, 
(and indeed one of the moſt eſfpeciall parts thereof ) 
was the Tranſlation of the Bible into the Exglyb 
Tongue , and the permitting all forts of prople to 
peruſe the ſame, as that which viſibly did tend to 
the diſcovery of the errors and corruptions in the Church of Remve, 
and the intolerable Pride and Tyranny ofthe Romane Prelates, up- 
on which grounds it had beene formerly trai ſlated into Engls/h 
by the hand of W:cklsff,, and after, on the ſpreading of Luther's 
Doctrine, by the paines of Tyndal, a ſtour and ative man in king 
 Henries daies, but not ſo well befreinded as the worke deſerved : 
eſpecially conſidering that ic happened in ſuch a time when many 
printed Pamphlets did diſturbe the State ( and ſome of them of 
Tindals making) which ſeemed to tend unto Scdition and the 
change of Government, Which being remonſtrated to the King, 
he cauſed divers of his Biſhops, together with ſundry of the lear» 
nedeſt and moſt eminent Divines of all the Kingdome to come be- 


fore him : whom he required freely and plainly to declare aſwell 
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Fariaments power, 
what their opinion was of the foreſaid Pamphlets, as what they 
did thinke fit to be done concerning the Tranſlation of the Bible 
into the Exglsfp Tongue ; And they upon mature adviſe and deli. 
beration, unanimouſly condemned the aforeſaid bookes of Herefie 
and Blaſphemie ( no {maller crime.) Then, for tranſlating of the 
Scriptures into the Eng/1/b tongue, they agreed all with one aſſent, 
that it depended wholly on the Will and Pleaſure of the Soveraign 
Prince, who might doe thercin as he conceived to be moſt a- 
greeable to his occaſions ; but that withreference to the preſcnt c» 
ſtate of things, it was more expedient to explaine the Scripture to 
che people by the way of Sermonr,then to permir it ro be read pro» 
miſcuouſly by all ſorts of men : yet {othat hopes were to be pi- 
ven unto the Lerty, char if they did renounce their crrours , and 
preſently deliver to the hands of his Majcſtics Othcers all ſuch 
bookes and Bibles (which they conceived to bee tranflated with 
great fraud and falſhood) as eny of them had in keeping , his Maje- 
{ty would cauſe a true and catholick Tranſlation of it to be pul 11- 
ſhed in convenient time, for the uſe of his Su*7:&s. This was the 
ſumme and ſubſtance of the preſent Confererce , which you ſhall 
finde laid downe at large in the Regiſters of Archbiſhop Warkam. 
And according tothis advice the King ſets out a Proclamation **not 
only prohibiting the buying , reading , or tranſlating of any the a= 
foreſaid bookes, but ſtraitly charging all his Subjects which had 
aty of the bookes of Scripture, eyther cf the old Teſtament or of 
the new, inthe Engliſh tongue, to bring them 1n without delay, 
But for the other part, of giving hopes unto the people of a true 
Tranſlation, if chey delivered in the falſe (or that at leaſt which 
was pretended to be falſc) | finde no word at all in the Proclamatre. 
on. That was a worke reſerved unto better times, or left to be ſol- 
licited by the Biſhops themſelves, and other learned men who 
had giventhe counſell; by whom ( indeede ) the people were 
kept up in hope that all ſhould bee accomphſhed unto their 
delires. | 
And fo indecd it proved at laſt. For in the Convocation of the 
yeare 2536. the authority of the Pope being abrogated, and Cran- 
er fully ſctled in the Sce of Canterbury , the Clergy did agree up=- 
2n a forme of Petition to be preſented tothe King , that he would 
F graciouſly 
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in Lawes for Religion. 7 
graciouſly indulge unto his Subjects of the Zaity the reading of 
the Bible in the Engliſh tongue , and that a new Tranſlation of it 
might be forthwith made for that end and purpoſe. According to 
which godly motion, his Majeſty did not only give order fora 

ew Tranſlation, which afterwards he authorized to be read both 
in publique and private ; but in tlic inter: he permitted {romwelt 
his Vicar- Generall to et out an Injun ion for providing the whole 
Bible both in Latine and Englify , after the tranſlation then mute, 
(which was call'd commonly by the name of 1/atrhew's Bible, but 
was indeede no other,than that of Tyndal ſomewhat alcered)to be 
kept in every pariſh Church throughout thekingdome, for every 
one that would torepairc unto, and cauſcd this marke or character 
of authority to be ſet upon them in red Letters Ser forth with the 
Kings moſt Gracious Licence, which you may ſce in Fox his eAts 
& © Monum. p. 1248. &1363, Aﬀterwards, when the new Tran 
[lation ſo often promiſed, and ſo long expected, was complete and 
finiſhed, printed at London by the Kings authority , and counte= 
nanced by a grave and pious Prefzceof Archbiſhop Cranmer ; the 
King ſers out a Proclamation dated May.6. e£n.154t. ** Comman- 
ding all the Carates and Pari/hioners throughout rhe kingdorme, 
who were not already furniſhed with Bibles ſo authorized and 
tranſlated as before is ſaid, to provide themſclves before Alballow- 
tide next following, and to cauſe the Brb/z5 io provided to be pla» 
ced conveniently in their ſeverall and reſpeRive Churches ; ſtraitly 
requiring all his Biſhops and-other Ordinaries to take ſpeciall carc, 
to ſee his faid Commands put in execution. Ard therewithallcame 
out /nſtruFions from the King to be publiſhed by the (ergy in 
their ſeverall pariſhes, the better to poſſcſle the people with the 
F ings good affeRtion towards them in ſuffering them to have the 
benefit of ſuch heavenly Treaſure ; and to direRt them in a courſe 
by which they might enjoy the ſameto their greatercomfort, the 
reformation of their lives, 2nd the peace and quiet of the Church. 
Which Proclamation and Tuſtrutftions arc ſtill preſerved in that 
moſt admirable Treaſury of Sir Robert (otton. And unto theſe 
Commands of 1o great a Prince, both Biſhops, Prieſts and People 


did apply themſclves with ſuch cheerefull reverence , that Bonner 


(even that blopdy butcher, as he after proved) cauſed fixe of them 
to 
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8 Parliaments power, 
to be chayned in ſeverall places of Saint Pauls Church in London, 
for all that were fo well inclined to reſort unco, tor their edificati- 
on and inſtrution, the booke being very chargeable, becauſe very 
large; and therefore called commonly ( for diſtinions ſake) 
The Bible of the preater Volume. Thus have we ſeene the Scrip- 
eres faithfully Traxſlated into the Eng/i/ Tongue, the Bible pub- 
lickly ſetup inall pariſh-churches;that ev'ry one w*' would might 
peruſe the ſame, and leave permitted to all people to buy them for 
their private uſes, andreade them to themſelves, or before their 
families, andall this brought about by no other meanes than by 
the Kings authority. only grounded on the advice and judgement 
of the Convocation. Bur long it was not Icontefle, before the Pay- 
Hament put in for a ſhare, and claimed ſome intereſt in the worke ; 
but whether for the bettcr or the worte, I Icave you to judge, For 
in the yeare 1542, the King being then in agitation of a league with 
Charles the Emperour, he cauſed a complaint tobe made unto him 
1n his Court of Par/zament © That theliberty granted to the pco- 
ple in having 1ntheir hands the bookes of the old and new Tefta- 
ment, had beene much abuſcd by many falſe glofſes and interpreta- 
tions which were made uponthem , tending to the ſedncing of the 
people, c{pecially of the younger ſort, and the rayſing of {edition 
within the Rea!'me, © And thereupon 1t was enacted by the autho. 
rity of the Parliament ( on whom he was content to caſt the envy 
of an Ad ſo contrary to his former gracious Proclamations ) that all 
manner of bookes of the old and new Teſtament of the crafty, falſe, 
and untrue Tranſlation of Tyndall, be forthwith aboliſhed, and for- 
bidden to be uſed and kept. eAzalſo , that all other Bibles not being 
of Tyndalls rra»flation in which were found any Preambles or Anno- 
rations , other than the quotations or Summaries of the ( hapters, 
ſhould be purged of the ſard Preambles axd x Amnorations , eythey by 
cutting them out , or blotting them un (uch wiſe that they might not be 
perceived or read, And finally rhat the Bible be not read openly in any 
Church, but by the leave of the King. or of the Orainary of the place ; 
or privately by any Women , eArtificers, Prentices , Journeymen, 
Hutbandmen, Labourers, or by any of the ſervants of Teomen or un- 
der, with {everz!l paines ro thoſe who ſhould doe the contrary. 


This is the ſubſtance of the Statute of the 34. & 35. H.8. cap.1. 
which 
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which though it ſhewcs that there was ſomewhat done in Par{1e- 
went, ina matter which concern'd Religion ( which howſoever if , 
you marke it, was rather the adding of the penalties, than giving a- 
ny relolution or deciſion of the points in Queſtion) yet I preſume 
the Papifts will not uſe this for an Argument , that we bave eyther 
a Parliament- Religion, or a Parliament- Goſpell ; or that we ſtand 
indebted to the Parliament for the ulc of the Scriptures inthe Em- 
glifþ Tongue, whichis ſo principalla part of the Reformation. Nor 
did the Parliament ſpeede fo proſpcrouſly in the undertakiug 
(which the wiſe King permitted them to have an hand in forthe 
toreſaidends) or found fo generall an obedience in it fromthe 
common people, as would have beene expected in theſetimes, 
on the like occaſion ; but that the King was faine to quicken 
and give life to the Acts thercof by his Proclamation. An. 1546. 
which you ſhall find in Fox his booke. fol. 1427. 

To drive this nayle a little farther. The terror of this Statute 

dying with H.8. or being repealed by that of K. E.6. 1 E.6.c.12, 
the Bible was againe made publique; and not only {ufered to be 
read by particular perſons, cithcr privately, or in the Church ; but 
ordered to be read over yearely in the Congregation, as a part of 
the Litargy, or divine Service z which how fatre it relates tothe 
Court of Parliament we ſhall ſee anon. But for the publiſhing 
thereof in print for the uſe of the people, for the comfort and e- 
dtfication of private perſons, that was done only by the King, at | 
leaſt in his name, and by his authority. And ſo it alſo ſtood in Q, 
Elizabeths time, the Trasſlation of the Bible being againe reviews | 
ed by ſome of the moſt learned Biſhops appointed thereunto by 
the Dwcenes Commiition ( trom whence ic had the name of the 
B:/bops- Bible ) and upon that Revicw, reprinted by her ſole Com- 
mandcment, and by h:r ſole authority left free and open tothe | 
ale of her weil af-ted 2nd Religious SubjeAts. Nor did the Par- | 
liement doe any thing in all her Reigne with reference to the 
Scriptures in the Eng/:fh tongue , other wiſe than as the reading of 
them in that tongue in the Congregation , isto be reckoned for a 
part of the Exgliþ Liturgy, whercot more hereafter. In the ran- 
flation of them into Welch or Britiſh, ſomewhat indeed was done 
which doth looke this way. It being ordered it) the Parliament 
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5. Elie. c, 28. That. the B, B. of Hereford, St. Davias, Bangor, 
Laxdafſfe,and St. Aſaph, Should take care amongF#} them for tranſla» 
ting che whole Bible, with the booke of Common: Prayer anto the 
Welch or Britiſh rougue, on paine of forfeiting 40 a peece, in default 
hereof. And to encourage them thereunto, it was enacted, that 
eve booke of either ſort being (0 travſlated and imprinted , ſhould be 
provided and bought for every Cathedral Church , as alſo for «ll pa+ 
rs Churches and Chappells of eaſe, where the ſaid tongue uu common” 
ty uſed : the Miniſters to pay the one halfe of the price, and the par- 
foioners the other. But then you mult cbicrve withalk,, that ir had 
beene before determined in the Convocation of the {cite ſame yearc, 
An.1562, Thatthc Common: prayer of the Church ought to be cele« 
brated i atongne which was underſtood by tie people {as 1) ou may 
ſee inthe booke of Arricles of Religion, Art.24, which came out 
that yeare) and conſequently as well in the Welch or Brit:/h, as in 
any other. And for the new Tranſfiarion of K. James bis time, to 
ſhew that the Tranſlarion of Scripture is no worke of Parliament, 
as it was principally occaſioned by ſome paſſages inthe Conference 
at Hampron Coart without recourſe unto the Pay/zament, fo was it 
done only by {uch men asthe Kiog appointed, and by his autherity 
alone imprinted, publiſhed and impoſcd ; care being taken by the 
C axon of the yeare 1603. That one of them ſhould be provided for 
each ſeverali Church, at the charge of the Parso. Noflying 1n this 
caſe to an AR of Parliament, either to authorize the doing of it, or 


tojmpole 1t being done, 


3. Of the Reformation of Religion 1n points of 
Doctrine. 


@ Ext, let us look upen the method nſcd in former times 
in the reforming of the Church, whether in points of 
Dottrine, or in formes of Worſhip, and we ſhall find 
it ſtill che ſame. The (ergy did the worke as tothem 
; ſeemed beſt, never adviſing with the Parlzament, but 
ppon the poſt ſaf?, and in moſt caſes not ar all, And firſt for Do» 
Arinals , there was bur little done 1n king Henries time but that 


which wasaQcd by the C/ergie only in thear (onvecations, and fo 
commended 
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commended to the pcople by the Kings ſole authority , the matter 
never being brough: within the cognizance of the rwo Houſes of 
Parliament. For inthe yeare 1536, being the yeare in which the 
Popes 1uthoritic was for ever baniſhed, there were ſome Articles 
agrecd on in the Convocation, and repreſented tothe King, under 
the hands of all the Biſhops, Abbats, Priors, and inferiour Clergy 
nually called unto thoſe meetings; the Originall whereot being 
in Sir Robert Cotton; Library I have often feene : which being 
approved of by the King, were forthwith publiſhed under the Ti- 
tle ob Artiofes deviſed by the Kings Highneſſe to ſtable Chriſtian 
quietneſſe and unity among#t the people. In which it is tro be ob= 
{erved, firſt ; that thoſe eArrscles make mention of 3 Sacraments 

\only, that is to ſay of Bapti/me, Penance , and the Sacrament of the 
Altar. And ſecondly, that in the declaration of the Doctrine of 
Fuſtification, Images, honeouring of the Saints departed, as alſo con» 
cerning many of the uſuall Ceremonies, and the fire of Purgatory, 
they differ'd very much from thoſe opinions which had beene for- 
merly reccived in the Church of Rowe, as you may partly fce by 
that extract of them which occurres in Fox lis Atts and Aſonu 
gents, vol.2.fol-1246. Forthe confirming of which booke, and 

recommending ito the ute of the people, his Majeſty was pleaſed 
in the /»junFonr of the yeare 1536. to give command *©* To all 
Deanes, Parſons, Vicars and Curats, ſo to open and declare in their 
Sermons and other Collations the ſaid Artie/es unto them which | 
be under their Cure, that they might plainly know and diſcerne, | 
which ofthem be n:ceffary to be beleeved and obterved for their | 
{ilvation, and which doc only concerne the D:cent and politique | 
Ocder of the Church. ** And chis he did upon this ground, that the 
ſaid Articles had beene concluded and condiſcended upon by the Pre 
lates and Clergy of che Realme in their Convocation, as appeareth in 
the very words of the /»junzox : for which ice Fox his eAts and 
Monuments fol.1247. 1 ftinde not any thing 1n Par/zawent which | 
relates to this, either to countenance the worke, or to require obe- | 
dience and confor mity from the hands of the people. And, to fay 
cruth, neither the King nor Clergy did account it neceſſary , but 
thought their owne authority ſufficient ro goe through with ir, 


though certainly it was more neccffary at that time then in any 
© 8 ſince 
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fince, the power and reputation of the Clergy being under foot. the 
King ſcarce ſetled in the Srpremacy lo lately recognized unto him, 
and therfore the authority of the Parliament of more ulc than afcer- 
ward, 11 ttmes well ballanced and eſtabliſhed. 

*Tis true that in ſome other yearcs of that Princes Reigne, we 
inde ſome utc and mention of an At of Parliament, in matters 
which concern'd Religion, bat it was only 1n fuch times when 
the hopes of Reformation wetc inthe wane, andthe werke went 
retrograde. For inthe yeare 1539. being the 31 H.8. When the 
Lord {romwePs power began to decline, and the King was ina ne- 
cclſitie of compliance with his netghbouring Princes, there paſl. d 
an Act of Parliament commonly called the Statute of the ſix Arts- 
cles ( cr the whip with fix {tringes ) in which 1t was enacted, 
** That wheſoever by word or writing ſhould preach, feacn, 6r publiſh, 
that in the bleſſed Sacrament of the Altar, under forme of oread and 
wine, there 15 not really the natural Bod) ang Blood of eur Savionr 
Jeſus Chriſt,coxcerved of the virgin Mary,( or afirme otherwiſe there- 
of then was maintained and taught in the Church of Rome) ſpould be 
adjudged an Heretick, and ſuffer death by burning, and forfeit all his 


| T.ands and Goods, ar incaſe of high Treaſon. Seconaly, that Whoſoe- 


ver ſhould teach or preach , that the Communion of the vleſſed Sacra- 
ment in both kindes & neceſſary for the health of mans Soule , and 


expht (o tobe miniſtred . Thirdly, or that any man after the Order of 


Prieſt. hood received miohe marry or contratt matrimony: Fourthly, 
or that any woman which had vowed and profeſſed chaſtity , might 
contraft marriage . Fifthly, or that private Maſſe were v0t lawful 
and laudable, and apreeable to the word of God, Or, ſuxthly, that 
Auricular Confeſſion was net neceſſary and expedient tobe uſed in 
the Church of God, ſhould [uffer death, and forfeit Lanas and Gooar, 
as afelon. 31 of H. 8.c:14. The rigour of which terrible Statute 
was ſhortlyatter mitigated in the ſaid Kings Reigne, 33-H.8.c,10. 
and 35.of H,8.c.5. andthe whole Statute abſolutely repealedby 
AR of Parliament, 1.£d,6.c,13. But then it is to be obſcrved firſt, 
that this Parliament of King Henry the Eighth, did not determine 
any thing in thoſe (ix points of DoRrine which re therein recited, 
but only rooke upon them to devite a courle for the ſuppreſſing of 
the contrary opinions , by adding by the fecular Power , the pu- 
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Lawes for Religion. 13 
niſhment of Death, and fortcicure of Lands and Goods , unto the 
cenſures of the Church, which were grown weake, it not invalid; 
and conſequently, by degrees became negleRedever (ince the ſaid 
King Henry tooke rhe Headſhip on him , and exerciſed the ſame 
by a Lay Vicar-Generall, And econdly , you muſt obſerve thar ic 
appearcth evidently by the Act it (cite, that at the ſame time the 
King had calleda Synod and Convocation of all the Archbiſhappes, 
Biſhoppes, and other learned men of the Clergy , that the Articles 
were firſt deliberately and adviſedly debated, argued and reaſoned by 
the ſaid Archbiſhops , Biſhops, and other learned men of the Clergy, 
ard their opinions in the ſame declared and made knowne , betore the 
matter came in Parliament, and finally that being brought into the 
Parliament, there was not any thing declared and paſſed as do#rs. 
xall, but by the aſſent of the Lords ſpiritaall, and other learned men 
of the Convocation, as by the AR it ſeIfe doth art large appeare. Fi- 
nally, whatſo:ver may be drawne from hence, can be only this, 
That King Henry did make uſe of his Court of Parliament for the 
eltabliſhing and confirming of ſome points of Popery , which ſee= 
med to be in danger of a Reformation, And this compared with 
the Statute of the 34. & 35. prohibiting the reading of the Bible 
by molt ſorts of people, dothclearely ſhew that the Parliaments 
of thoſe times did rather hinder and retard the worke of Reforma- 
tion, in {ome eſpeciall parts thereof , than give any furtherance to 
the ſame, 

But to proczede. There was another point of Reformation be= 
gunne in the Lord CromweP's time , but not produced, nor brought 
unto perieRion till after his deceaſe, and then too, not without the 
midwifery of an AR of Parliamext, For in the ycare 15 37. the Bi» 
ſhops and others of the Clergy of the Convocation , had compoicd 
abookeentituled the [nſtitution of a Chriſtian man, which bei 
ſud{cribed by all their hands, was by them preſented tothe King, 
by bis moſt excellent judgement to be allowed of , or condemned. 
This booke,conteyning-the cheife heads of Chriſtian Religion,was 
forthwith priored, and expoſed to publique view. But ſomethings 
not being clearcly explicated, or otherwiſe ſubjeR to exception, 
he cauſed 1t to be reviewed, 2nd to that end ; as Swpreme Head, on 
Earth, of the Church of England { 1 \ſpcake the very words ofthe 
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AR of Parliament, $2.H.8,c,26. ) appointed the Archbiſhops and 
Bs/ſhops of both Provinces, and alſo a great number of the beſt learned, 
honeſteſt, and moſt virtuous ſort of the Doflors in Dirvinuy , men of 
as/cretion, judgement, and good diſpoſution, to be called together, tothe 
intent that according to the very Goſpell and Law of God , without a= 
ny partial reſpett or affeftion ro the Papiſticall ſort , or any other Seft 
or Set; whatſoever, they ſhould declare, by writing, and publiſh, as 
well the principall Articles and Points of onr Faith and Beleife ; with 
the Declaration, true underſtanding and obſervation of ſuch other ex- 
peatent points, as by thems, with his Grace's adviſe, Connſaile and Con- 
ſent, ſhall be thought needfall and expedient : As alſo for the lawful 
Rites , Ceremonies, aud obſervarion of Gods ſervice within this 
Realme, This wasinthe yearc 1540, at what time the Parlias 
ment was alfo fitting, of which the King was pleaſed to make this 
cipeciall uſe, that whereas the worke which was 4n hand ( I ule a- 
gaine the \yords of the Statute ) required ripe and mature deliberats- 
au, and was n0t raſbly te be defined and ſet forth , and fonort fit to be 
reftraincd to the preic nt SFllion : An Act was paſſed to this cftet, 
rhat all Determinatsons, Declarations, Decrees, Definitions aud Or- 
dinauces, at accoraing ts God's Word, and Chrilts Goſpell ould at 
any rime hereafter be ſet farth by the ſaid Archbiſhops and Biſhops, 
«ud DoRors 5» Divinity, now apposnted, or hereafter to be appointed 
by kis Royall Majeſty, or e//e by the whole Clergy of England, in and 
«por the matter of Chriſt's Religion, and the Chriſtian Faith, and rhe 
lawſull Rites, Ccremonies, ard obſervations of the ſame , by hirViae 
Jeltics advice ard confirmation under the Great Seale of England, 
ſeal! be by ai bis Graces Subjeits fully belteved, obeyed,obſerved and 
performed to all purpoſes and intents , upon the paines and penalties 
therein to be comprized, as if the ſame had beene in expreſſe words and 
ſentences plainly and fully made, ſet forth, declared and contcined 1n 
the ſaid Af. z2. of H.8.c25, Where note that the rwo houſes of 
Parliament were ſofarre from medling in the matter which was 
then in hand, that they did not ſo much as require to ſee the detey- 
ination; and Decrees of thoſe learn:d men whom his Majcſty had 
then aſſembled, before they pzfled the preſent At to binde the ſub» 
ze fully to belceve, obſcrve and performe the ſame ; bur left 1t 
wholly to the judgement and diſcretion of the King and (lergy, 
an 
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and truſted them belides with the ordaining and infliting of ſuch 
paines and penalties on difobedtent and unconformable perſons, as 
to them ſeemed meete, 

This groundworke laid, the worke went forwards in good or= 
der, and at laſt being brought unto as much perfeRion as the {aid 
Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and other learned men could give it , with= 
out the cooperation and concurrence of the Royall aſſent, it was 
preſznred once againe to the King's conſideration, who very care 
fully perufzd it, and alterd many things with tis owne hand, as ap- 
peareth by the booke it ſelfe ſtill extant in the famous Library of 
Sir Robey: ({orton , and having fo altered and correRed it in fome 
paſſages, returned it to the Arcbiſhop of Canterbury, who be- 
ſtowed ſome further paines upon it, tothe end that being to come 
forth in the Kings name, and by his authority, there ſhculd be no+» 
thing in the ſame which might be juſtly reprehended. The buſi- 
nefle being in this for wardneſle, the King declares tn Parliament, 
An.1t544.being the 34 yearc of his Reigne *' his zeale and care, 
not only to {uppreſſe all ſuch bookes and writings as were noyſoaa 
and peſtilent, and tended to the ſeducing of his ſubjeRs : tur alſo 
to ordaine and eſtabliſh a certaine forme of pure and finccre tea« 
ching, agrecable ro Gods Word, and the true dofAtrine of the Ce 
tholick and Apeſtolick, Church, whereunto men may have recourſe 
for the deciſion of ſome ſuch controverſies , as have intimes paſt, 
& yet doe happen to ariſc. ** And fora preparatory thercunto, that 
{0 it might come forth with the greater credit, he cauſed an At to 
paſſe in Parliament for the aboliſhing of all bookes and mritings comp 
prizing any matters of Chriſtian Religion, contrary to that dottrine 
which ſince the yeare 15 40. 14, or any 11me during the Kings life, ſhall 
be ſet forth by his Highneſſe, aud for the puns/hment of all ſuch (and 
that too with molt grievous paines) which ſhowld preach , teach, 
mainteive or defend any matter or thing contrary to the booke of Do= 
Arine which was then inreadineſſe 34.35. H.8.c.1. Which done he 
cauſed the ſaid booke to be imprinted inthe yeare next following, 
under the Title of 4 neceſſary Doftrine ſor all ſorts of people ; pre-= 
fixing a Preface thereto in his owne Royall name, to all his faithfall 
and loving Subjcds, that they might know the berter in thote dan«= 


getous times, what to beleeve in point of Do&rine, and how they 
were 
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were to carry and behave themſelves in point of praftice. which 
Statute, as it is the greateſt evidence which thoſe times afford, 
to ſhew, that both, or cither of the houſes of Parliament had any 
thing to doe in matters which concern'd Relsgion ; 1o ir entitles 
themrto no more (if at all to any thing ) then that they did make 
way toa booke of dorine which was before digeſted by the { ler» 
gy only, reviicd afcer and corrected by the Kings owne hand , aid 
finally peruſed and perfeRed by the Metropolitan. And more than 
ſo (beſides, that being but one ſwallowe, it can make no ſummer) 
it isacknowledged and confeſſed in the At tt ſelfe ( 1f Poxlronune 
derſtand it rightly in his Abridgement) thatreconr/e muſt be had to 
the Catholich and eApoſtolick Church, for the decipon of Controvey. 
fer. Which as it gives the Clergy the Decifive power , 1o it Iefe 
nothing to the Houſes but to aſiit and ayde them with the Tempe» 
ral (word, when the Spiriewall Word could not doe the deede,, the 
point thereof being blunted, and the edge abated. 
Next let us looke upon the time of king E4.6. and we ſhall 
find the Articles and Dofrine of the Church ( excepting ſuch as 
'wcre conteined in the booke of Common- Prayer ) to be compoſed, 
confirmedand(ſctled in no other way than by the Clergy only in 
their {onvocation, the kings authority cooperating and concurring 
with them. For, in the Synod held in Landon An.1552. The Clere 
g7 did compole and agree upon a booke of Arcicles, contcining the 
Chiefe headsof the Chriſtian Faith , eſpecially with referrence to 
ſuch points of Controverlie as were in diffcrence betweene the Re- 
fermators of the Church of Eng/and, andthe Churchof Rome, and 
other opponents whatſoever ; which after were approved and 
publiſhed by the Kings authority. They were in number 41 , and 
were publiſhed by this following Title, that is to ſay, Articuls de 
guibu in Synodo London, An.1552- ad tolendum opinionum diſ- 
ſentionem, et conſeuſum vere Religionis firmandum , inter Epiſco- 
pos & alios Ernditos viros convenerat , Regia eAuthoritate in 1#- 
cem Edits, And, it 1s worth our obſervation, that though the Par- 
tiament was held at the very time , and that the Parliament paſſed 
ſeverall Ats which concerned Church- matters, 2s viz. An A for 
uniformity of Divine Service, and for the confirmation of the booke of 
Ordination,s.& 6.E4.6c.1, An At declaring which qd aics only 2 
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be kept for holy-dayes, and which for faſting dazes, c.3. eAn eAf 
againſt ſtriking or drawing weapon either in the Church , or Church- 
yard. c.4. and finally another At for the legitimating of the mar- 
reages of Prieſts and e Miniſters , c.12. yet neither in this Parlia- 
ment,nor inthat which followed,is there fo much as the leaſt ſylla» 
ble which refleAs this way , or medleth 2ny thing atall with the 
booke of eArriicles, Where, by the way, if you behold the lawfull- 
neſle of Prieſts Marriages as a matter Dofrinal,, or thinke we owe 
that Point of Dofrine, and the indulgence granted tothe Clergy in 
it, to the carc and goodnefſle of the Parliament, you may pleaſe to 
know, that the point had beene before determined in the (onvoca- 
tion, and ſtands determined by and for the Clergy in the 31. of 
thoſe eAvrricles, and that the Parliament looked not on 1t as a 
point of Do@rixe,but as1t was a mattcr prattical, concucing tothe 
benefit and improvement of the Common: wealth. Oc it it did, 
yet was the Statute built on no other ground-worke, than the re- 
ſolution of the Clergy, the Marriage of Prieſts being before deter- 
enined to be moſt lawfull (1 uſe the very words of the A it lelte) 
and according to the word of God, by the learned Clergy of thu Realms 
3n thexy Convocations, as well by the common aſſent,a; by ſubſcription 
of their bands, 5.6. Ed 6.c.12. 

And,for the time of 2. Elizabeth, it is moſt manifcſt that they 
had no other body of Doqtrine in the fie{t part of her Reigne , then 
only the faid eLrticles of K. Edward's booke , and that which was 
delivered in the booke of Homylzes of the ſaid kings time; in which 
the Parliament had as little to doe , as you have ſeenc they bad in 
the booke of eLriscles. But in the Convocation of the yeare 1562, 
deingthe fifthofthe Queenes Reigne, the Biſhops and Clergy ra- 
king into conſideration the ſaid books of eArticles , and altering 
what they thought moſt fitting, to make 1t more conducible tothe 
uſe of the Church , and the cdification of the people, preſented ir 
unto the Queene, who cauſed it to be publiſhed with this name 
and Title, viz. Articles whereupon it was agreed by the Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops of both Provinces aud the whole Clergy in the Conyo- 
cation Holden at London Av. 1563, for the avoiding of diverſitie of 
opinions, and for effabliſhing of conſent touching true Religion , pat 
forth by the Qucenes authority, Of any thing done or pretended ro 

D be 
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be done by the power of Parliam:nt , cither inthe way of appro- 
dation, or of confirmation, not one word occurres cither in any 
of the printed bookes, or their publique Regiſters, Art laſt indeed 
in the thirtcenth of the ſaid Quecnes Reigne (which was cight 
yeares full after the paſſing of thoſe Articles) comes out a Statute 
for the reareſſing of diſorders in the Miniſters of holy Charch ; In 
which it was enacted, **Thatr all ſuch as were ordeined Prieſts or 
Miniſters of God's Word and Sacraments , after any other forme 
than that appoint:d to be uſed in rhe Church of E»g/and ; all ſuch 
as were to be ordeined, or permitted to preach , or to be inſtitu» 
ted into any Bensfice with cure of Sontes, ſhould publiquely ſub. 
fcribe to the faid eHrteicles, and teſtihe their aſſent unto them” * 
which ſhewes ( if you obſcrve it well) that though the Parlia- 
ment did well aliow of and approve the ſaid booke of Articles , yet 
the ſaid booke owesneither confirmation nor atthority to the AR 
of Parliament, So that the wonder 1s the greater, that that moſt 
inſolent ſcoffe whichis put upon us by the Church of Rowe, in cal- 
ling our Religion by the name Partiamenaria Religio, ſhould 
paſſe ſo long without controle , unleſſe pcrbaps it was in refe- 
rence tv our Formes of worſhip, of which I am co fpeake in the 
next place. 

Bur firſt we muſt make anſwere unto ſome objeRions which 
are made againſt vs, both from Law and praiſe. For Practi{z, 
firſt it is alleaged by ſome our of Biſhop Jewell, in his anſwere to 
the cavill of Dr. Harding, ro be no ſtrange matter to ſee Eccle- 
fiaſticall cauſes debated 11 Partiawent; and that it 15 apparent by the 
Lawes of K. I4as,K.r Alfred, K. Edward,c+c. Thar our godly forc- 
fathers the Princes and Pceres of this Realme, never vouchſafed 
to treate of matters touching the common State, before all contro- 
verſtes of Religion, and Canſes Ecclefiaſticall had beene concluded. 
Def. of the Apol. pt.6.c.2.$.1. © But the anſwere unto this is 


eaſy. For firſt, if our Religion may be called Parliamentarian, be- | 


caufe it hath received confirmation and debate in Parhament, then 
the Religion of our Forefathers, even Papiftry it ſelfe (concerning 
whichfſo many ARts of Par/iament were made in K. Henry 8. and 
Q. AMaries time) muſt be called Parliamentarian allo. And Se-= 


eondly, it is moſt certaine, that in'the Parliaments or (ommon 
Conncells 
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© Councels ( call them which you will) both of King [nas time , and 
the reſt of the Saxon Kings which Biſhop. Zewell (peakes of, noe 
only Biſhops, Abbats, and the higher part of the Clergy , bur the 
whole body ofthe Clergy generally had their votes and ſuffrages, 
- eyther in perſon or by Proxy. Concerning which, rake this forthe 

leading Caſe, That in the Parhament or Common. Counccll in K. 
Ethelbert's time, who firſt of all the Saxon Kings received the (Z0+» 
ſpell, the Clergy were convened in as full a manner , as the Lay ſub- 
jets of thatPcince; Convecato commut Concilio tan Cleri,quam Po. 
pals, faith Sr, H, Spelman in his ColleAjon of the Counccls. An. 
605-p.18, Andfor the Parliament of King Ina which Ieades the 
way in Biſhop Fewell,it was (ſaith the ſame Sr. H. Spe/man p.630. 
Commune Concilium Epyſcoporum , Proceruam, Comitum , necnon 
omnium Sapientum, Scniorum populorumgne totins Regus; where 
doubtleſſe Sapientes and Sextores (and you know what Sentores fige 
nificth in the Ecclefiafticall notion ) muſt be ſome body elſe thety 
choſe which after are cxprefſed by the name of Populi, which 
ſhewesthe falſhood and abſurdity of the colletion mide by Mae 
ſter Pryw2e, that in the cpiſtle co his booke againſt DoRor Coxſuns, 
Viz, That the Parliament {as it is now conſtituted) hath an ancs- 
ent, genuine, juft and lawful! Prerogative, to eſtabliſh trne Religion 
in onr Church, andto aboliſh ang ſuppreſſe all falſe , new, and conne« 
terfeit doftrines whatſoever : unlefſe he meanes, upon the poſt- 
fa&, after the Church hath done her part, in determining wh.e 
was true -, what falſe ; what new, what ancient ; and finally 
what Do&rines might be counted counterfeit, and what ſincere. 
And as for Law, *tis true indeed, that by the Statute 1 E/iz.cap.1, 
The Court of Parliament hath pawer to determine and judge of He. 
refe; which at firſt ſight ſeemes ſomewhar ſtrange, bu: on the ſe- 
cond view, you will eaſily finde that this relates only to new 
ani emergent Hereſies, not formerly declared for ſuch in any of 
the firſt foure Generall{onncells, nor in any' other Generall Coun- 
cell ai!judging by exprefſe words of holy Scripture ; as alſo that in 
fuch ew Heyefies, the tollowing words rel(traine this power to 
tne eAſſent of the Clergy in thew Convocation, as being beſt a» 
ble to inftruRt the Parliament what ti:cy areto doe, and where 


they are to make uſe of the ſecular {word for cutting off a deſperar 
D 2 Heretick 
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Heretick from the Churchof CHRIST, or rather from the bo» 
dy of all Chriftsan pcople, 


4. Of the Formes of Worſhip. 


2 HIS rubremoved, we now proceed nnto a view of ſuch 
||; formes of Worſhip as bave beene ſetled in this Church, 
2Þ» lincethe firſt dawning of the day of Reformation; in which 
our Parliaments have indeed done ſomewhat, though it be not 
much, The firſt point which was altered in the pablique Zirmy- 
goes, was that the Creed, the Pater-noſer, and the ter Comman- 
dements, were ordered tobe faid inthe Exg/zfs tongue, to the in» 
tent the people might be perfect in them, and learn them without 
book, as our phraſe is. The next ; the ſctting forth and uſing of 
the Exgli/> Letame, on ſuch dates and times, 1n which it was ac- 
cuſltomably to be read as a part of the Service. But neither of 
theſe two was done by Parliament, nay (to ſay truth ) the Parlia- 
went did nothing in them. All which was done in eyther of them, 
was only by the Kings authority, by virtue of the Head foip or S«- 
premacy which was veſted in him , eyther cooperating and con= 
curring with his Convocation, or clic direacd and aſſilted by fuch 
learned Prelates, with whom he did adviſein matters which con- 
cern'd the Church, and did relate to Reformation. By virtue of 
which Head- ſhip or Smpremacy he ordaiged the firſt, and to that 
end cau{ed certain Articles or Injunions to be publiſhed by the 
Lord Cromwell, then his Vicar-Generall. An.15 36, And by the 
{me did he give order for the fecond, 1 meane , for the ſaying of 
the Letany inthe Engli/h tongue, by his own royal] Proclamation. 
An. 1545. for which, conſult the As & Aon. fol.1 248. 13; 2.But 
theſe were only preparations to a greater worke which was reſcr- 
ved unto the times of King E4.6., In the beginning of whole 
Reigne there paſſed a Srerwre for the adwiniſtring the Sacrament ws 
both kindes to any perſon that ſhould devontly and humbly deſire the 
ſame. 1 Ed.G.cap.1. In whichit 1s to be obſerved, that though 
the Sratute doe declare,thar the miniſtring of the ſame in both kinds 
to the people was more agreeable tothe firſt Ift:rution of the ſard 


Sacrament, and tothc common uſage of the promsreve times, Yet 
fe Mr. 
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Mr. Fox aſſures us (and we may take his word } that they did 
build chat Declaration, and con{« quently the ARA which was raiſed 
upon it, wpon the Judgement and opinion of the beft learned men, 
whoſe reſolution and adviſe they followed init. fol. 1489. And for the 
Forme by which the ſaid mo(t Blefled Sacrament was to be fo delie 
vered tothe Common people, it was commended to the careof 
the moſt grave and learned Biſhops , and others , aſſembled by the 
King at his Caſtle of Findſor ; who upon long, wiſe, learned and 
deliberate advice did finally agree (faith Fox) wpon one Godly and 
uniform Order for receiving the ſame, according to the right rule of 
Scriptures, and tbe firſt uſe of the primitive Church fol.1491. which 
Order, as it was ſer forth in print, An.1548. with a Proclamation 
in the name of the King, to give authority thereunto amongſt the 
people, ſo was it recommended by eſpeciall Letters writ unto e= 
very Biſhop ſeverally from the Lords of the Counſclt, to ice the 
ſame put in execution ; A copy of which Letters you may find in 
Fox, fel.1491. as afore is ſaid. 

Hitherto nothing done by Parliament inthe Formes of Werſvip, 
but in the following ycare there was. For the Protector and the 
reſt of the Kings Counſcll being fully bent for a Reformation, 
thought it expedient that one uniform, quiet and godly Order 
ſhould be had throughout the Realm , for Othciating God's Di- 
vine Scrvice. And ro that end (Iulethe very words of the Atir 
ſelfe) appointed the eArchbiſhop of Cantertury , and certain of the 
moſt learned and diſcreet Biſhops, and other learned men of the Realm 
ro meet together, requiring them, that baving as well eye and reſpet? 
eo the moſt pure and ſincere chriſtian Religion rawghe 5n Scriptures, 
as to the uſages in the primitive Church, :bey Gould araw and make 
one convenient and meer Order, Rite and Faſhion of Common 
Prayer, and Adminiſtration of Sacraments #9 be had and uſed in thi 
hu Majeſties Realm of Bngland; Well, what did they being thus 
allembled ? that the Statute tells us: where it is faid, that 6y rhe 
ayd of the holy Ghoſt (1 pray you marke this welt) and with one w- 
nviform agreemeut they did conclude npon and ſet forth an Order, 
which they delivered tothe Kings Highneſſe, in a book entituled, The 
Booke of Common- Prayer and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and 
other Rites and Ceremonies of the ( _—_— after the wſe of the Church 
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of England. All this was done before the Pariiamemt did aty 
thing. But what was done by them at laſt ? Why firſt, conſide- 
riag the moſt godly cravaile of the Kings Highnefſe , andthe Lord 
ProtcRor and others of his Highneſle Countell, in gathering toge- 
ther the (aid Biſhops and learned men, Secondly, the godly 'pray- 
ers, Orders, Rites and Ceremonics in the faid book mentioned. 
Thirdly, the motives and inducements which inclined the afore- 
faid learned men to alcer thoſe things which were altered , and to 
retcine thoſe which were retcined; and finally, taking into conſi- 
dcration the honour of God, and the greatquietneſſy whichby rhe 
giace of God wonld cnſue upon it; they gaverhis Majeſty moſt 
hearty and lowely thanks for the ſame, and moſt bumbly prayed 
him that it might be ordeined by bis Majeſty , with ehe aſſent of the 
Loras and Commons aſſembled in Parliament, and by authority of the 
Same, that the ſad Form of Common-prayer and none other , aſter 
the Feaſt of Pentecolt zext folowing, fronld be uſed in all his Maje- 
ffies Domanions with [everall penalties roſuch , as either ſhould de- 
prave or neglect the ſame. 2. & 3. Ed.6.cap,n, So far the very 
words of the AR it {:Ife, By which it evidently appearcth that 
the two Houles of Parliament did nothing in the prefent bulineſſe, 
but impoſe that Form upon the people, which by the learned and 
religious Clergie men ( whom the King appointed thereunto) was 
agrced upon, and made it penal! unto ſuch as eyther ſhould deprave 
the ſame, ornegkcttouſcit. And thus doth Poulton (no mcanc 
Lawyer) underſtand the Statute, who therfore gives no ther TIi- 
tle to it in his Abridgement publiſhed in the veare 161 2. than this 
The Penalty for not uſing uniformity of Service , and Mmiftration of 
the Sacraments. So then, the making of ove wwsform Order of cele- 
brating Divin: Service, was the worke of the Clergy , the making 
of the Penalties, wasthe worke of the Parhament. & 

And {o much for the firſt Drurgy of King Edwards Reigne ; in 
which you {ce how little was dene by the authority or power of 
Parliament, fo little, that if it had becneleſſe, it had becnjuſt no* 
thing. But {ome exceptions being taken: apainſt the Liturgy by 
ſome of the preciſer ſort at home, and by Caltis abroad, the book 


was brought under areview:: and though it had been framed at 


firlt (if tbe Parliament which faid fo erred not ) by the ayd f the 
oly 
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holy G hoſt himſelf, yet to comply with the curioſitie of the Miniſters, 
and miſtakes of the People, rather then for any other weighty cauſe, 
As the Statute 5, & 6. E4.6,cep.1. it was thought expedient by 
the King, with the Aﬀent of the Lo:ds and Commons in P arl54- 
ment aſſembled, that the ſaid Order of Common: Service ſhould be 
faichfully and godly peruſed, explained and made fully perfect. 

Peruſed and Explained ; by whom ? Why, queſtionleffe by 
thoſe who made it ; or elſe, by thoſe ( if they were not the ſame 
men }) who were appointed by the King to draw up, and come 
pole a Form of Ordination for the uſe of the Church. And this 
eA(ſſentof theirs ( forit wasno more ) wasthe only part that wag 
ever ated by the Parliament, in matter of this preſent nature, lave 
that a Statute paſſed in the former Parliament, 3. & 4. Ed.6.citz. 
unto this effec, that ſuch Form and manner of making and conſecr a» 
ting Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Prieſts, Deacons and other Minilters of 
the Church (which before I ſpake of) as by ix Prelates, and fix 0- 
ther men of this Realm, learned in Gods Lawes, by the King to be ap- 
pointed and aſſigned, ſhall be deviſed for that purpoſe , and ſet forth 
under the Great Seale, ſhall be lawfully uſed and exerciſed , and none 
other, Where note, that the King ouly was to nominate and ap» 
point the men, the Biſhops and other learned men were to make 
the book; & that the Parliament in a blinde obedience,or at the leaſt 
upon a charitable confidence in the integrity of the men fonomt» 
nated,did confirm that book, before any of their Members had &- 
ver ſcene it, though afterwards indeed , in the following Parlia- 
ment, this book , rogether with the book of Common:-prayer , (0 
printed and explained, retained a more formall confirmation, asto 
the uſe thereofthroughgut the kingdome , butin no other reſpeR, 
for which ſee the Statute 5.& 6,E4.6.c.1. | As for the time of Q, 
Elizabeth , when the Common prayer book now in uſe (being the 
{ame almoſt with the laſt of King Edward ) was to be brought a» 
gain into the Church, from whence it was caſt out in Q, Haries 
Reigne ; it was committed to the care of ſome kearned men , that 
1srofay, to Maſter #hitehead Conce Chaplain to Q. eAune Bullen) 
Door Parker, after Archbiſhop of Canterbury, D. Grindall af> 
ter Biſhop of London, D, Coxe after Biſhop of Ely, D. Pilkinron 


after Biſhop of D#rbom, D, Any Deane of S. Pages, D. —_— 
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voſt of Eaton,after Deanc of Weſtminſter, and Sr. Tho, Smith, By 
whom being alter*d 1n ſome few paſlages which the Statute points 
tO1 Eliz.cep. 21. It was preſented tothe Parliament, and by the 


Parliament received and eſtabliſhed without more adoe, or trou- * 


bling any Commurree of both or cicher Houſes roconſider of it , for 
ought appeares in their Records. All that the Parliament did in it; 
being to put ic imo the conditionin which ic ſtood before in King 
Ed, Reigne, partly by repealing the Repeale of King Ed. Statutes, 
made in the 1 of Q. ſary cap. 2, and partly by the adding of ſome 
farther penalties on ſuch as did deprave the book, or negleR to uſe 
ic, or wilfully did abſent themſelves from their pariſh. Churches, 
And forthe Alterations made thereinin King Femmes his time, being 
ſmall and in the R*brick only, and for the additions of the Thankſ- 
givings at the end ofthe Lerany, the Prayer tor the Queen and the 
royall Ifſue, and the doAtrine of the Sacraments at the end of the 
Catechi/eze, which were not inthe book before ; they were never 
referred unto the Parliament , tut were done only by authority of 
the Kings Commiſſion , and ftand in force by virtue only of 
his Preclamation , which you may find before the book , the 
charge of buying the {aid book ſo explained andaltered , being layd 
upon the ſeverall and reſpeAive pariſhes , by no other authority 
than that of of the cighticth Cavon,made in Convocation. An.1i603, 
The like may alſo be affirmed of the Former of Prayer for the [nau- 
g#ration day of our Kings and Queenes, the Prayer-books for the 
fifth of November, and the fifth of Auguſt, and thoſe which 
have beene uſed in all publique Faffs : All which , without the 
help of Parliaments, have been compolcd by the Biſhops, and im- 
poſed by the King. 

Now unte this diſcourſe of the Formes of -For/aip , I ſhall ſub- 
joyna word or two of the times of For/hip, that is to ſay, the ho= 
ly «ies obſerved in the Church of Exgland ; and fo obſerved, that 
they doe owe that obſervation cheitcly ro the Churches power. 
For whereas it was found in the former times that the number of 
the holy daics was grown ſo great, that they became a burdento 
the common people, and a great hindrance to the thrift and manu- 
faRuresof the kinzdome ; there was a Canon made in the ( onve- 


cation. As.1536, for cutting off of many ſuperſtitious and _ 
LOous 
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fluous holy dJaies , and the reducing them unto the number in 
which now they ſtand {fave that St. Georges day, and Mary Mage 
dalens day,and all the Feſtivals of the bleſſed Virgin hd their place 
amongſt them) according to which Canon , there went out a He 
tory from the Archbiſhop of Canterbury to all the Suffragans of 


| 
his Province, reſpectively to fee the fame obterved in their {eve= | 
rall Diocefles, which is {till extant on Record. But being the au- | 
| 
| 
| 


thority of the Church was then in the wane, it was thought necel» 
{ary to confirm their Ads, and ſee execution done upon it by the 
Kings /njuwttion 3 which did accordirgly come forth with this 
Form or preamble, That the aboliſhing of the ſaid holy daies was 
Decried, ordained and eſtabliſhed by the kiwwgs Highneſſe Authoruy, 
as ſupreme Head in Earth of the Church of England, wth the common 
conſenr and aſſent of the Prelates and Clergy of thu his Realm, i | 
Convocation lawfally aſſembled and Congregate, Of which lec Fox 
his 1%: and Monuments fol.1246.1247, Aﬀtcrwards in the yeare | 
1541. The King perceiving with whar difficulty the People were 
induced to leave off thoſe holy dates, to which they bad been fo 
long accuſtomed, publiſhed his Proclamation of the twenty 
thicd of Iuly, for the aboliſhing of ſuch holy 4aies ( amongſt other 
things) as were prohibited before by his njunttions : both built 
upon the ſame foundation, namely, the reſolution of the Clergy in 
their Convocation. 

And ſo it ſtood untill the Reigne of King £.6. at what time the 
Reformation of the publique Liturgy drew after it by conſequence | 
an altcration 1n the preſent buſineſſe , no daics being to be kept or 1 
accounted ho/y, but thoſe tor which the Church had ſet apart a 
peculiar office, and not all thoſe neither. For, whereas there acc 
ſeverall and peculiar offices for the day of the Converſion of Saint 
Paal, andtheday of St. Barnabas the Apoſtles; neither of theſe | 
arc kept as holy 4ates, nor reckoned or eſteemed as ſuch in the AR ; 
of Parliamext, wherein the namesand number of the holy dates is 
preciſely ſpecificd, which makes ſome think the Act of Parliament | 
to have had an over-ruling power on the Common-prayer Book; but 
Itis not ſo, there being a ſpecification of the holy daies in the book | 
It ſ:lfe, with this direQion, Theſe to be obſerved for holy daies and | 
#oze other ; 1n Which the Feaſts of the C art of St, Paul, and | 
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the Apoſtle Barnaba arc omitted plainly, and upon which ſpecift- 
cation the Stat. 5. & 6. Ed.6.cap.3. which concerns the holy daies 
ſeemes moſt expreſly to be buiit, And for the Offices on thole daijcs 
in the Common- prayer Book, you may pleaſe ty know that every 
hboly-day conſiſteth of two ſpeciall parts , that is to ſay, Reſt, or 
ceflation from bodily labour , and celebration of Divine or Religi- 
ous dutics ; and that the dayes before remembred are ſo far kept 
holy, as to have ſtill their proper and peculiar Offices, which is 
obſerved in all the Cathearals of this kingdome , and the Chappels 
Royal, where the {ervice 1s read every day ; and in moſt Pariſh 
churches alſo as oft as eyther of them fals upon a Sunday, though 
the people be not on thoſe dates enjoyned to reſt from bodily la- 
bour, no more then on the Coronation day , or the fifth of Novem 
ber, which yet are reckoned by the people for a Kind of hoiy daies. 
Put all which hath been ſaid cogether, and the ſumme isthis, That 
the procecdingsof this Church in the Reformation were not meer- 
ly Regal, (as it is objeRed by ſome Pwritans) much lefle that they 
were Parliamentarian in ſo great a work, as the Papiſts fallcly 
charge upon us, the Parliaments for the moſt part doing little in ir, 
but that they were direRed in a juſtifiable way ,, the worke being 
done Synodicaly, by the ('lergie only, according tothe uſage of the 
Primitive times, the King concurring with them , and corrobora- 
ting what they had reſolved on, eyther by his own ſingle At 
in his Letters Patent, Proclamations and 1njunitions, or by ſome 
publique A of Stare, as in times, and by Adts of Parliament, 


5, Of the power of making Canons for the well 
ordering of the Cicrgy, and the direfting of the 
People in the publique duties of Religion, 


422/72 E are now cometo the laſt part of this Defigne , unto 
Y/)/ the Power of making (anory, in which the Parlia« 
ment of England have had lcfle to doe than in eyther 
of the other which are gone before. Concerning 
which 1 muſt deſire you to remember, that the C/ergy, 
who had power before to make inch (avons and Conſtitutions in 


their Convocations as to them teemed meet , promiſed the King - 
verbs 


q 
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in Lawes for Religion: 15 
verbo Sacerdotis, not to EnaRt or Execute any new Canons, but 
by his-Majeſties royall Aſſent, and by his Authority firſt obteined 
in that behalfe : Which is thus briefly touched upon in the Antig, 
Britan. inthe life of William Warbam Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
{ lerus iu verbo Sacerdotii fidem Regs dedit, ne ullas deinceps in Sys 
nodo ferrent Eccleſiafticas leges, nig & Synodua anthoritate Regia 
congregate, & Conftitutiones iu Synoay publicate eadem autho- 
ritate rate efſent. Upon which ground Tdoubt not but I might ſe. 
curely raiſe this propoſition, That whatſoever the Clergy did , or 
might doe lawfully before the At of Submiſſion, in their Convee 
cation, of their owne power, without the Kings authority and con- 
ſent concurring, the ſame they can, and may doe ſtill, ſince the {aid 
AQ of their Submiſſion ; the Kings authority and conſene cooperas 
ting wich them in their Counſailes, ard giving confirmation to 
their Conſtitutions. Further, it doth appcareby the aforeſaid Ac. 
25.H,8.c.19. That all ſuch Canons, {onſtitwtions, Ordinances, and 
Synodalls Provinciall , as were made before the ſaid Submiſſion, 
which be not contrariaut nor repugnant to the Lawes, Statutes, and 
Cuſtomes of this Realm, nor to the Damage or kurt of the Kings 
prerogative Royall, were to be uſed and executed as in former 
times. © And by the Statute 26, H.8.c.1. Of the Kings Supremacy, 
that (according to the Recognition made in Convocation ) our faid 
Soveraigne Lord, his Heircs and Succcſſors Kings of this Realm, 
{hall have full power and authority from time to time, to viſit, re» 
preſſe, reform, ordcr, correct, &c. all ſuch crrors , hereſies, abu» 
ſes, offcnces,contempts,and enormitics whatſoever they be, &Cce 
as may be moſt to the pleafare of Almighty God, the increaſe of 
virtue in Chrifts Religion, and for the peace, unity and tranquillity 
of this Realm, and the confirmation of the ſame** . So that you ſee 
theſe ſeverall waiecs of ordering matters for the publique weale and 
governance of the Church; Firſt, by ſuch ancient Canons and Cone 
ſtitutions, as being made in former times, are till in force. Second» 


ly, By ſuch »ew (avevs as are, or ſhall be made in Convecerion, - 


with and by the Kings Conſent, And thirdly, by the ſole authority 
of the Soveraigne Prince, according to the Precedents laid down 
in the book of God, and the beſt ages of the Church, Concerning 
which you muſt remember what was ſaid before, viz. that the 
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29 Parliaments power, 
Statutes which concern the Kings Supremacy , are Declaratory of 
an old Power only, not #n:rodaFory of a new; which faid, we ſhall 
the better ſee whether the Pariiament have had any thing to doe ct- 
ther in making Can-2x:,or preſcribing Orders fur the regulating of 
Spiriteall and Eccleſiaſtical matters, and unto whom the fame doth 
of right belong according to the Lawes of the Realm of England. 
And firſt, King Henry being reſtored to his Head: ip or Sn« 
pre macy (call ir which you will) did not conceive himlelt fo abſo- 
lute in tt ( though ar firſt mach enamor'd of tt) as not ſome times 
totake his Convocation with him , but at all times to be adviſed by 
his Prel/ates, when he had any thing to doe that concerned the 
Church ; tor which there had been no proviſion made by the A+ 
ezent Canons, grounding moſt times , his Editts and [njunttions 
Royall, upo: thcir adviſe and refolution. For on this ground, [ 


meanthe judgement and concluſions of his Convocarton, did he {ce 


out the [njwttions of the yeare 15 36, for the aboliſhing of ſuper- 
ſtitious and ſuperfluous holy dates, the exterminating of the Pcp?s 
authority, the publiſhing of the book of Articles, which betore 
we ſpake of num, 8. by all Parſons, Vicars and Curats; for prea» 
ching down the uſe of Images, Reliques, Pilgrimages and ſuperſtt- 
tious Miracles ; for rehearſing openly in the Church, inthe Zx- 
eliſh tongue, the (reed, the Pater-nofter , and the ten Commande» 
ments; tor the due and reverent miniſtring of the Sacraments and 
Sacramentals, for providing Engli/>- Bobles to be fect np inevery 
Cturch for the ule of the people ; forthe regular and (ober life of 
Clergy men, and the releefe of the poore. And on the other fide 


the King proceeded fome times only by the advice of his Pre/atez, 


as in the [njunitions of the yeare 1538. for quarterly Sermons in 
each Pariſh ; for adinitting none to preach buc men ſufficiently Li» 
cenſed : for keeping a Regiſter book of Chriſtnings, Weddings 
and Burialls : for the due paying of Tythes, as had been accuſto- 
med : for the aboliſhing of the commemoration of Sr. Tho,Becket: 
for ſinging Parce nobs D-mine, inſtead of Ora pro nobi, and the 
like totheſe. And of this {ort were the Imjuntons which came 
out in ſome yeares ſucceeding, for the taking away of mages and 
Reliques, with all the Ornaments of the fame # and all the Monu- 


ments and writings of fained Miracles, andfor reſtraint of offering 
or 
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in Lawes for Religion. 29 
or ſetting up lights in any Church, but only ro the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment of the Altar, in which he was directed chiefly by Archbiſhop 
Cranmer : as allo thoſe for eating of white- meates 1n the time of 
Lent, the aboliſhing the falt on Sr. Marks day, and the ridiculous 
(but ſuperſtitious) ſports, accuſtomably uledon the dayes of Saint 
Clement, St, Catherineand St. Nicholas. All which and more was 
done in the faid Kings Reigne without help of Parliament. For 
which I ſhall refer you to the As & Mon.fol, 1385. 1425. 1441, 
The like may alſo be affirmed of the Ijan#ions publiſhed inthe 
name of K, Ed.6. A#.1547. and printed alſo th:nfor the uſe of the 
Subjes : and of the ſeverall Letters miilive which went forth in 
his name, prohibiting the bearing of Candles 0 Candlemas day : of 
Aſhes in Lent, and of Palmes on Palm-Sunday : for the taking 
down of all the Images throughout the kingdom : for admini- 
ſtring the Communion in both kinds, dated Marchiz.t548. for a- 
brogating of private Maſſes Tun. 24-1549. for bringing in all 
Miſſals, Graduals, Proceſſionals, Legends and Ordinals, about the 
latter end of December ob the ſame yeare : for taking down of 
Altars and ſetting up Tables inftead thereof 4.1550. and the like 
to theſe : All which particulars you have in Foxes book of ets 
& Aon. inKing Edwardslite, which whether they were done of 
the Kings meer motion, or by advice of his Counſell, or by conſul- 
tation witch his Biſhops (forcherc is little left upon Record of the 
{onvecations of that ttme,more then the Articles ofthe yeare 1552) 
ccrtain Tam that there was nothing done , nor yet pretended to be 
done in all thefe particulars, by the authority of Parliament, 

Thus alfo inQ. El:z«betbs time, before the new Biſhops were 
well {crled, and the Queen affured of the affetions of her Clergy 
ſhe went that way to work in the Reformarion, which not only 
her two Predecefſors, but all the godly Kings and Princes inthe 
Fewiſh State, and many of the ("riffian Emperours in the Primi» 
tive times had done before her, inthe well ordering of the Church 
and People committed to their care and government by Almighty 
God, And to that end ſhe publiſhed her 1njanttions An, 1559. A 
bookof Orders eAn.1561. Another of Advertiſements An. 1562. all 
tending nnto Reformation, unto the building up of the new 7ernſes 
kw, wich the adviſe no doubt of fome godly Pre/ates, as werethen 
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20 Parliaments power, 
about her. But paſt all doubt, without the leaſt concurrence of her 
Court of Parliament. But whcn the times were better ſetied , and 
the firſt difficulties of her Reigne paſſed over, ſhe left Church- work 
to the diſpoſing of Church-men, who by their place and calling 
were molt proper for it. And they being met in Convecarion, and 
thereto authorized as the Lawe required, 4id make and publiſh ſee 
verall books of { anon, as viz.1571, Au.1584., An1597., Which 
being confirmed by the Queene under the broad Seale of England, 
were in force of Lawes to all intents and purpoſes, which they 
were firſt made ; but being confirmed without thoſe formall 
words, Her Heires and Sacceſſors, are not binding now, but ex- 
pircd together with the Queene. No Ad of Parliament required 
to confirm them then, nor never required ever fince on the like 
occaſion. A fuller evidence whereot we cannot have , then in che 
Cavons of the yeare 1603. being the firſt yeare of King Zames, 
made by the Clergy only in the Convocation, and confirmed only 
by the King. For, though the o/d Canons were in force, which bad 
been made before the Submifſion of the Clergy as before I ſhewed 
you, Which ſ{erved in all theſe wavering and unſetled times for the 
perpetuall ſtanding rule of the Churches Government ; yet many 
new emergent Cafes did require new Rules, and whileſt there is 
a poſſibility of mal; mores, there will be a neceſlity of bone Leges. 
Now in the Confirmation of theſe Canons we hall find it thus, 
That the C/ergy being met in their Convocation according to the 
Tenour and cfie of bis Majeſtics Writ, ** his Majelty was plea« 
{cd by virtue of his Prerogarive Rojall and Swpreme authority in 
Cauſes Ecclefiaftical, to give-and grant unto them by his Lettcrs 
Patents dated Apr.1 2, & 7wun-25. full , free , and lawfull liberty, 
licence, power, and authority, toconfer, treate, debate, conſider, 
conſult, and agree upon ſuch Canons, Orders, Ordinances, and Con- 
ftitstions, as they ſhould think neceflary, fit, and convenient, for 
the honour and ſcrviceot Alanighty God, the good and quiet of the 
Church, aud the better Government thereof from time to time, 
&c- to be kept by all perſons within this Realm, as far as lawful- 
ly, being members of the Church , it may concern them : which 
being agreed on by the Clergy, and by them preſented co the King, 
humbly requiring him to give his Royall aſſent unto them , _— 
ing 
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in Lawes for Religion. 21 
ding to the Statute made in the 25, of K. Z.8. and by his Majeſties 
Prerogative and Supreme authority in Ecclefiaſticall Cauſes, to ra 
tifie and confirm the ſame : his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to 
confirm and ratifie them by his Letters Patents, for Himlc!fe, his 
Heires and lawtfull Saccefſours; ſtraitly commanding and requt- 
ring all his loving Subjects, diligently to obſerve, execute and keep 
th: (ame in all points, wherein they doe or may concern all or any 
of them”. No running to the Parliament to confirm theſe Canonr, 
nor any queſtion made tillthis preſent, by temperate and knowing 
men, that there wanted any A for their confirmation , which the 
Lawe could give them. 

But againſt this, andall which hath been ſaid before, it will be 
obj:&ed, That being the Biſhops of the Church are fully and 
wholly Parliamentarian, and have no more authority and juriſdi- 
Rion, »i/i 4 Parkaments derivatam, but that which is conferred 
upon them by the power of Parliaments , as both Sanders and 
Schultingius doe expreſly lay ; whatſoever they ſhall doe or con» 
clude upon, either in (onvocation, or in private Conferences, may 
be called Parliamentarian allo. And this laſt calumny they build 
on the ſ{everall Statutes 24. H.8.c.12. touching the manner of el: tin 
and Conſecrating »Archbiſhops and Biſhops. that of the 1, Ed.6.c,2. 
appointing how they ſhall be choſen , and what Seales they ſhall uſe. 
thoſe of the 3 & 4 Ed.6.c.12. and 5 & 6 E4.6. for anthorifong of 
the book of Ordination, But chiefly that of the 8 £/5z.c.1. for ma» 
king good all Ads fince 1 Eliz. in conſecrating any eArchbiſhep or 
Biſh1p within this Realm, Togivea genecall anſwer to cach feve« 
rall cavili, yoa may pleaſe to know ; that the Biſhops, as they now 
ſtand in the Church of Zng/and derive their Calling together with 
their Authority and Power in Spiritxall matters , from no other 
hands, than thoſe of (/5r:ft and his Apoff les, their Temporalt honors 
and poſſcifions, from the bounty and affeRtion only of our Kings 
and Princes; their Ecclefiafticall Juriſdition in Cauſes Marrimo- 
ial, Teſtamentary and the like, for which no Action lieth at the 
Common- Lawe, from continuall uſage and preſcription ; and owe 
no more unto the Parliament than all ſort of SubjeRs doe beſides, 
whoſe fortunes and Eſtates have been occaſionally and collaterally 


confirmed in Parliament, And as for the particular _— 
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22 Paliaments power, 
which are touched upon, that of the 24 H.8, doth only conſtitute 
and ordaina way by which they might be choſe and conſecrated, 
without recourle to Rome for a confirmation , which formerly had 
put the Prelatesto great charge and trouble ? but for the Farmand 
manner of their Conſecration, the Statute lcaves it to thoſe Rites 
and Ceremonies wherewith before it was performed ; And there- 
fore Sanders doth not flick to affirm, that all the Biſhops which 
were made in King Henries dayes were Lawfully and Canonically 
ordained and Conſccrated, the Biſhops of that time , not only be- 
ing taken and acknowledged in Queen cHaries dayes, for lawfull 
and Canonicall Biſhops, but called on to aſliſt at the Conſecration 
of ſuch other Biſhops ( Cardinal! Poole himſelfe for one ) as were 
promoted in her Reigne , whereof ſee ſaſor's book de Minift, 
eLng.l.3.c. « Nextfor the Statute 1 E4.6.cap. 2. belides that it 
is ſatisfied in part by the former Anſwer as it relates to their Cans. 
nicall Conſecrations, it was repealed in Termins 1n the firſt of Q, 
Marie: Reigne, and never ſtood in force norpractice to this day, 
That of the authorizing of the book of Ordization in two ſeverall 
Parliaments ot that King, the one a parte ante , and the other 4 
parte poſt, as before I told you, might indeed ſeem ſomewhat to 
the purpoſe, if any thing were wantivg 11 1t which had been uſed 
in the formula's of the Primitive times ; or if the book had been 
compoſcd in Parliament, or by Parliament men, or otherwiſe re- 
ceived more Authority from them), then that ir might be lawfully 
uſed and exercifed throughout the Kingdom, Bur it is plain that 
none of theſe things were objected in Queen Mearies dayes, when 
the Papits ſtood moſt upon their points, the Ordinall not being 
called in, becauſe it had too much of :ne Parliament, but becauſe it 
lad roo little of the Pope, and reiiſhed roo ſtrongly of the Prims« 
te Ptety, And forthe Statute ofthe 8 of Q. Elizabeth, which is 
cheifly ſtood on, ailthat was done thercin was no more than this, 
and on this occaſton, A queſtion had been made by captious and 
unquiet men, and amongſt the reſt by Dr. Bonner, ſometimes Bi- 
ſhop of London, whether the Biſhops of thoſe times were lawful. 
ly ordained, or not : the reaſon of the doubt being this ( which I 
mervaile Maſon did not ice } becauſe the Book of Oraination 
which was annulled and abrogated inthe firſt of Q. ary, "_ not 
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in Lawes for Religion, 22 
been yet reſtored, and revived by any legall At of Q, Elizaberbe 
time : which Cauſe being brought before the Parliament in the 8, 
yeare of her Reigne, the Parizament took notice firſt , that their 
not reſtoring of that book to the former Power in Termes ſignift= 
cant and exprefſe, was but Caſm omiſſms ; and then declare that by 
the Statute 5 & 6 E4.6, Ithad been added ro the Book of Com- 
2901 Prayer, and Adminiſtrationof the Sacraments, as a member 
of ic, at leaſtas an Appendant to it, and therefore by the Statute 
1 Eliz. c.2. was reſtored againe together with the {aid book of 
Common Prayer, intentionally at the leaſt, if not in Termini, But 
being the words in the ſaid Statute were not clcare encugh to re- 
move all doubts, they therefore did revive it now, and did accore 
Cingly ena, that what/cever had been done by virrue of that Ords- 
vation, ſhould be good in Lawe, This is the Totall of the Statute, and 
this ſhewes rather in my judgement , that the Biſhops of the 
Queenes firſt times had too little of the Parliament in ther, then 
that they were conceived to have had too much, Andſo I come to 
your laſt objeftion which concernes the Par/sament , whoſcenters» 
taynivg all occaſions to manifeſt their power in Eccleſiaſtical mats 
ters,doth ſeem :o you to make that groundles ſlander of the Papsts 
the more faire and plauſible. 

'Tis true indeed, that many Members of both Houſes in theſe 
latter times, have been very ready to imbrace all buſineſſes which 
are offered tothem, cutof aprobable hope of drawing the mana» 
gery of all Aﬀaires as well Eccdeſiaſticall as Csvill into their own 
hands : and ſome there are who being they cannot hope to have 
their fancies authoriſed in a Regalar way, doe put them upon 
ſuch defignes, as neither canconGilt withthe nature of Parliaments, 
nor the eſteem and reputation of the Church of Chr:iff, And this 
hath deen apraRtice even as old as Yick/ef, who inthe timeof K. 
Rich.2. addreſſed his Pctition tothe Parliament (as we reade in 
Walſingham) tor the Reformation of the Clergy, the rooting out of 
many falſe and erroneous Tenents, and for c{tabliſhing of bis own 
Doarines (who though he had ſome #hear , had more Tares by 
od9in the Church of Englaza, & leſt he might be thought to have 
gone a way, as dangerous and unjuſtifiable , as it was {trange and 


new, he laid it down for a Poſition, that the Par/iament or T _— 
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34 Parliaments power, 

ral Lords Chere by the way, this aſcribes no authority or power 
ar all ty the Houſe of Commons ) might lawfully examine and Re+« 
form the Di/ordersand Corruption of the {hurch, and on diſcove- 
ry of the errors and corruptions of it, deveſt her of all Titles and 
Tcmporall endowamen:s, till ſhe were reformed. But forall this, 
and (more than this} for all he was fo ſtrongly backed by the Duke 
of Lancaſter, neither his Petitsonnor his Poſition tound any wel» 
come inthe Parliament, further than that it made them caſt many a 
longing eye on the Churches Patrimony , or produccd any other 
effct towards the worke of Reformation , which he chiefly aymed 
at, thcn that ic hath ſince ſerved for a Precedert to Penry , Pryy, 
and (uch like rurbulent [nnovators to diſturbe the Church , and (cr 
on foot thoſe dreames and dotages, which otherwiſe they durſt not 
publiſh, And to ſay truth, as long as the Clergy were in power, 
and had authority in Convecation to doe what they would in mat» 
ters which concern'd Religion, thoſe of the Parliament conceived 
itncither ſafe nor fitting ro intermeddle in ſuch buſineffe as con. 
cern'd the Clergy, for feare of being queſtioned for it at the Chure 


hes barre, Bur when that power wasleſſcn'd, if it were not lol}, 


by the Submiſſion of the Clergy toK. H.8. and the Aﬀt of the Sg- 
premacy which enſued uponir ; then did the Parliaments begin to 
zintrench upon the Charch's Rights, to offer at and enterteine ſuch 
buſineſſes, as formerly were held peculiar to the C/:rgy only; ncxr, 
to diſpute their { harters, andreverſe their Priziedges , and finally 
eo impoſe {ſome hard Lawes upon them : Of which Aare. Parker 
thus complaines in the life of Cranmer, Yua Eccleſiafticarum lee 
gum poteſtate abdicata,populus in Parliamento capit de rebus divinis 
#nconſults Clero Sancire, tum abſenty Cleri privilegia ſenſim detra« 
bere, juraque deriora quibua Clerus invitm teneretur , conſftituere, 
But theſc were only rentamenta, offers and undertakings only, and 
no morethanſo, Neicher the Parliaments of K, Edward, or ©. 
Elizabeths time knew what it was to make Committees for Relig. 
9n, or thought it fir that Y/2z4% ſhould ſupport the Arke, though 
he ſaw ittottering. That was a worke belonging to the Levires on» 
ly, none of th: other 77ibes were to meddle with it. Bur as the 
Puritan fattiongrew more ſtrong and ative, fo they applied them- 
ielvcs more opealy to the Houlſcs of Pariament , but fpecially to 
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the Houſe of Commons, pitting all power into their hands as well 
in Ecclefiafticall and Spiritwall Cauſes, as in matters Temporal, 
This, amonglt others, confidently affirmed by Mr, Prynze , in the 
Epiſtle to his book called Anti. eArminiam/me, where he averres, 
that all our Biſhops, our Miniſters, our Sacraments,our Conſecration, 
onreAnrticles of Religion , our Homnulies , Common: Prayer- book, yea 
and all the Religion of our Church, 4 no other way publiquely reces- 
ved, ſupported, or eſtabliſhed amongſt ws, but by Atts of Parliament. 
And this not only ſince the time of the Reformation , bur that Rels. 
gion, and Church affaires were determined, ratified, declared and ore 
dered by x Att of Parliament, and no wayes elſe , even then when Po=- 
pery and (hurch- men had the greateſt ſway. Which ſtrange afſers» 
tion falling from the Pen of ſo great a Scrsbe, was forthwith cheer= 
fully receivedamonegſt our Phariſees, who hoped to have the high« 
eſt places, not only in the Synagogue , but the Court of Sanhedrim, 
advancing the authority of Parliaments tolo high apitch, thatby 
degrees they faſtned on them, both an »falibi/vry of judgement, 
and an emmpotency of Power. Nor can it be denicd ( to deale truly . 
with you) but that they met with many apt Schollers in that houſe, 
who cyther out of a deſire to bring all the griſt to their own Mill, 
or willing to enlarge the great power of Parhaments by making 
new Precedent for Poſteritie, or out of fation, or afteRion, or 
what elſe you pleaſe,began to put their Rules in practiſe, and draw 
all matters whatſoever within the cognizance of that Court; In w** 
their embracements were at laſt ſo generall , and that humour in | 
the Houſe ſo prevalent, that one being once demanded what they 
did amongſt them, returned this Anſwer, That they were makin 
anew Creed : Another being heard ro ſay , That he could not E 
quiet in his Cinſrience , till the holy Text ſhould be confirmed by an 
Ad of Theirs, which paſſages if they be not true and reall {as T 
have them from an honeſt hand) I aſſure you they are bitter jcſts, 
But this, although indeed it be the ſickneffe and diſcaſe of the pre- 
fent times, aud little ro the honour of the Court of Parliament, can 
beno prejudice atall to the Cauſe of Religion, orto the way and 
meanes of the Reformation , amongſt fober and diſcerning men : 
the Dofrine of the Church being lerled, the Zitmrgie publiſhed and 
confirmed, the Caxons authorized and executed , when no ſuch 
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36 ' Paliaments power) 
humor was predominant , nor no ſuch Power pretended. to , by 
both or eyther of the Houſes of the High Court of Parliament, 

Thus, Syr, according to my promiſe , and your expe4ation 
have I colle&ted my Remembrances, and repreſented them unto you 

in as good a faſhion as my other troubleſome affaires, andthe di- 
trations of the time would give me leave; and therein made you 
lee, if my judgement faile nor, that the Parliament hath done no 
more in matters w® concern'd Religion,and the Reformation of this 
Church,then what hath formerly been done by the ſecular Powers, 
in the beſt and happieſt times of ('briſtianity ; and conſequently. 
that the clamour ofthe Papits, which hath diſturbed you, is 6 
falſe and groundieflc, Which it it may be ſerviceable to your ſelfe, 
or others, whom the like doubts and prejudices have poſſeſſed or 
ſcrupled, it isall I wiſh : my ſtudies and endeavors ayming at no 
other end, then to doe all the ſervice I can poſlibly to the {church 
of God ; to whoſe Graces and divine Proteton you are moſt 
nay commended in our Lord and Sayiour JE SUS CHRIST. 
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7an, 29. 1645, to ſerve you. 
E. Ye 
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